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Shaping the Next Port Moody –
Signature Park for the Southwest Shore
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Councillor Diana Dilworth
Councillor Meghan Lahti
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Existing Parks in Port Moody
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Lands to Be
Considered for Park
Assembly
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Barnet Landfill Site (27.6 acres)
Currently this piece of property is a blank slate, with its
primary usage as storage for city assets. The property
currently meets parkland standards and it is zoned P1.

3

Westhill Park (31.8 acres)
Established decades ago and enhanced
over the years, this facility features a
seasonal outdoor swimming pool, outdoor
exercise equipment, covered lacrosse box,
turf soccer pitch, baseball diamonds, and
a children’s playground.
Prior to the pandemic, the City’s Youth
Focus committee used Westhill as their
primary meeting space.
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Alfred Howe Greenway (2.2 km each way).
This trail, named after a former Mayor (1964‐1971) was
recently added to the City’s trail network and connects the
Glenayre and College Park neighbourhoods and the
waterfront at Reed Point, with a further connection to the
Trans‐Canada Trail.

5

Total Acreage of All Sites
Barnet Highway Site

Connected by
Alfred Howe Trail Loop

Westhill Park

Total Acres

27.6

4.4 km

31.8

59.4

While some portions of the land would not be developable for
design and environmental reasons, an overall footprint of
approximately 60 acres is a great footprint to start from in the
development of a new signature park.
6
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Moody Centre Needs More Park Space
• Moody Centre extends from
Moray Street on the East to the
Barnet Highway and beyond on
the West.
• Only 2.4 kms (4 minute drive)
from the Andres site, this new
Signature Park will be a much
needed addition to Moody
Centre at its northwestern end.
• Within easy transit, walking and
cycling distance from much of
Moody Centre, College Park,
Glenayre, Seaview and Harbour
Heights, this is an ideal location
to envision a new signature park
and it will serve to alleviate the
pressure that is being put on our
’jewels’, Rocky Point and
Shoreline Parks.
7

Rocky Point and Shoreline Parks are Under Pressure
• Regional destination
• Adjacent to rapid transit
• Adjacent to planned areas of future growth
• Limited parking
• Limited ability to expand

8
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WHEREAS The City of Port Moody Parks and Recreation Masterplan outlines
the need for increased park in an effort to meet the needs of our growing
population;
Our goal is to ensure Port Moody is a place where
Parks and Recreation support:
• A variety of safe, accessible, and affordable,
outdoor and indoor recreation opportunities
available to all members of the community
• Healthy and active lifestyles
• A natural environment that is respected,
protected, and enhanced for the enjoyment and
benefits it provides
• Pride in the community and a strong sense of
belonging.
9

Canadian Parks and Recreation Association
The CPRA identifies the following eight benefits of parks and recreation:
1. Are essential to personal health and well‐being
2. Provide the key to balanced human development
3. Provide a foundation for quality of life
4. Reduce self destructive and antisocial behaviour
5. Build strong families and healthy communities
6. Reduce health care, social service, and police/justice costs
7. Are a significant economic generator
8. Provide green spaces that are essential to environmental and ecological well‐being, for the survival of
natural species, the environmental responsibility and stewardship by humans and creating a sense of
place.

10
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Parks and Recreation Master Plan Survey (2015)
Residents were asked for their top three priorities:
1. More and or better paths and trails
2. More and or better parks
3. More and or better road‐side bikeways

11

Meeting Park Targets (PRMP 2015)
The Parks and Recreation Master Plan notes that the current 2.5ha per 1,000
population will be challenging to meet without the acquisition of land to create
new amenity space, which is not only but is hard to find.
OPPORTUNITY for us at this time is to use existing P1 zoned, public properties,
to plan medium and long term, to create much needed passive and active park
space with can alleviate demand on our other signature parks.
ENVISION 60 acres of public land on the southwestern shore that can be
connected, developed, and enhanced into a new, contiguous park.

12
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Challenges Related to Parks (PRMP 2015)
• Moody Centre does not have enough neighbourhood park and/or
playground spaces, and the need will be greater with projected growth;
• Some parks (Rocky Point Park, Westhill) and trails are becoming
overcrowded, with the potential to affect user experiences and
surrounding ecology;
• More designated bicycle paths leading to parks are needed; some paths
are incomplete;
• Some users want more dog off‐leash areas

13

WHEREAS Parks are a significant economic generator and are essential to
personal health and well‐being, and provide greenspaces that are essential to
human, environmental, and ecological well‐being;
• Increased property values and tax revenues

• Increased viability of adjacent commercial areas

• Increased economic opportunities

• Reduced cost in criminal justice and healthcare

• Decreased medical costs through increased
exercise
• Increased tourism revenue
• Improved attractiveness of communities to
homebuyers and businesses
• Decreased stormwater treatment costs

systems
• Physical, psychological and spiritual health and well‐
being
• Connecting people with nature, which has proven
health benefits
• Opportunities for environmental education and
stewardship

14
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Being Part of the Solution
Port Moody has a great reputation as a livable and green community, and
our residents have come to expect superb recreating opportunities.
As our community has grown our residents have spoken about the need for
more parks, more park amenities, more dog parks, more community
gardens, more gathering spaces and more sports courts for pickleball, etc.
This 60 acre park can be an integral and important part of the solution to
these needs. By committing to developing a Signature Park on the western
side of Port Moody, so close to Moody Centre, and seizing the multitude of
opportunities before us, we are ensuring a solution for decades to come.

15

Opportunities: Inclusivity and Reconciliation
• City should seek input through the OCP
as well as from our community in a
variety of other ways, including the
engagement of local artists, seniors,
BIPOC, and youth
• Significant partnerships can be forged
with our Indigenous leaders in an effort
to ensure that this park is a reflection of
our shared history and knowledge of
traditional territories

16
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Opportunities: Relocation of the Public
Works Yard
There is a standing motion of
Council to relocate the Public
Works Yard to the landfill site,
it is noted that a new works
yard would require 3‐4 acres
(double its current size), which
can be easily accommodated
within its 28 acres if so desired.

17

Opportunities: Economic
Parks can contribute through on‐site business activity (e.g.,
concessions) and tourism‐ related spending when parks host out‐
of‐town visitors for concerts, festivals, sports tournaments or other
events.
If viable light industrial opportunities are identified, that fit with
the location and the proposed uses, they would be able to operate
in tandem with the public space.
The economic opportunities are not limited to restaurants and
attractions. Other cities worldwide have utilized the lands and
profited through environmental community initiatives such as the
City of Missoula, in the US, with their Garden City Compost
program to name just one.
18
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Opportunities: Water Features
• Creating awareness for water
conservation.
• The more the public understands
about this prized natural resource,
the better equipped they are to
make smart choices regarding water
use and conservation.
• Water features in public places help
to show water as it was intended –
clean and healthy, giving life to its
surroundings.
19

Opportunities: Dog Off‐Leash Expansion

The need for more off‐leash experiences has been identified as a
priority. Public dog parks and off‐leash areas allow dogs to get
ample off‐leash exercise and social activity with other dogs.
20
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Opportunities: Green Cemetery
• Green, or natural burial is a way of caring for the
dead with minimal environmental impact that aids
in the conservation of natural resources, reduction
of carbon emissions, protection of worker health,
and the restoration and/or preservation of habitat.
• Green burial necessitates the use of non‐toxic and biodegradable
materials, such as caskets, shrouds, and urns.

21

Opportunities: Community Gardens
Community gardens contribute to a healthy
lifestyle by: providing fresh, safe, affordable
herbs, fruits and vegetables, helping to relieve
stress and increase sense of wellness. getting
people active, which improves overall physical
health.

22
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Opportunities: New and Improved Trails

Whether it’s the new refurbished Rotary/Participation Trail or
something with a bit more elevation, there are trails for everyone.
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Opportunities: Playground(s) for all Ages

24
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Opportunities: Arts and Artists in the Park
Opportunities to highlight local public art
throughout the space and expand on the
City’s Artists in the Park Program

25

Opportunities: Outdoor Games

26
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Long Term Strategic Decisions Matter
• Provides solutions to identified gaps in services
• Assess current assets, future needs and allow
for provisions to be made to set aside
resources to move a city in a more sustainable
direction over time
• Provides a sense of direction for the city
• Creates a sustainable future

27

WHEREAS the City of Port Moody has established a Development
Cost Charges bylaw to address the City’s needs in relation to future
parkland infrastructure, and these reserve funds may only be used
for capital costs relating to an approved development cost charge
bylaw;
Projects and associated costs for area based on the DCC Bylaw:

28
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT staff identify the public lands within Barnet Landfill Site,
Westhill Park, and Alfred Howe Trail, to be assembled together for the development of a
new signature park on the southwest shore of Port Moody as recommended in the report
dated May 6, 2021 from the Offices of Councillor Diana Dilworth and Councillor Meghan
Lahti regarding Shaping the Next Port Moody – Signature Park for the Southwest Shore;
AND THAT the establishment of a signature south shore park be included as a parks project
identified within the City’s Development Cost Charges Project List;
AND THAT as part of the OCP’s engagement processes, the concept of a south shore
signature park be introduced as a mid‐to‐long term project for the community.
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