City of Port Moody
Agenda
Climate Action Committee
Electronic Webinar via Zoom
Monday, June 27, 2022
Commencing at 7:00pm

1.

Call to Order
You can watch as a Zoom Video Webinar participant at this
link.

Minutes

2.

Adoption of Minutes

2.1

Recommendation:
THAT the minutes of the Climate Action Committee
meeting held on Monday, May 30, 2022 be adopted.
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3.

Unfinished Business

4.

New Business

BC Health Authorities
Climate Vulnerability
Index

4.1

Presentation: Emily Newhouse, Medical Health Officer, Fraser
Health
Link: Community Health and Climate Change

Transportation
Assessments in New
Developments Update

4.2

Presentation: Geoffrey Keyworth, Transportation Engineer
Attachment: Transportation Assessment for New
Developments

Pages 9-16
Parks Master Plan
Committee Discussion

4.3

Q2 2022 Climate
Action Implementation
Update

4.4

Presentation: Laura Sampliner, Senior Sustainability and
Energy Coordinator

5.

Information

Staff Updates

5.1
6.

Climate Action Committee
#585287

Adjournment
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City of Port Moody
Minutes
Climate Action Committee
Minutes of the meeting of the Climate Action Committee held on
Monday, May 30, 2022 via Zoom.
Present

Councillor Amy Lubik, Chair
Aline Bennett
Tugce Conger
Eric Hedekar
Helen Howes
Poopeh Morakkabati
Derek Wilson

Absent

Councillor Diana Dilworth, Vice-Chair
Adam Janis (Regrets)

In Attendance

Karen Devitt – Environmental Coordinator
Kelsey Guenette, Recording Secretary, Raincoast Ventures
Kirk Heaven – Deputy Fire Chief Community Safety, Training,
and Emergency Management
Laura Sampliner – Senior Sustainability and Energy Coordinator

Call to Order

Minutes

Climate Action Committee
#584471

1.

Call to Order

1.1

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:04pm and
acknowledged the traditional territories of the Coast Salish First
Nations.

2.

Adoption of Minutes

2.1

CAC22/008
Moved, seconded, and CARRIED
THAT the minutes of the Climate Action Committee meeting
held Monday, April 25, 2022 be adopted.

3.

Unfinished Business
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Community Wildfire
Protection Plan
Update

Item 2.1

4.

New Business

4.1

Presentation: Kirk Heaven, Deputy Fire Chief Community
Safety, Training, and Emergency Management
The Deputy Fire Chief Community Safety, Training, and
Emergency Management provided an update on the Community
Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP), and noted the following:




















Climate Action Committee
#584471

fuel treatment prescriptions of nine areas in Port Moody
are scheduled to be completed by the end of July 2022;
prescriptions will outline detailed fuel treatment
recommendations to reduce fire behaviour attributes,
such as removing ground fuel, branches, thinning, and
removing dead trees in an area;
fuel treatment precautions will reduce the possibility of
uncontrolled fire through the reduction of surface, ladder,
and crown fuels;
neighbourhood blitzes to educate the public on the
FireSmart program is scheduled to continue;
a fulsome Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) tabletop
exercise on wildfire scenarios was conducted with
Anmore, Belcarra, Metro Vancouver, and
School District No. 43;
assessments of structural inventory and testing have
been completed;
Port Moody now has 11 local FireSmart representatives
to teach citizens about fire protection;
two senior firefighters were sent to Penticton for high
level training;
funding was received to partially cover siding costs at a
backup EOC location;
a FireSmart open house was held on May 8, 2022;
funding for a chipping program was received, which is
scheduled to be conducted in fall 2022 to avoid chipping
during the nesting season;
the staff position to assist with the CWPP has been
rebranded and the position has been posted as a
six-month contract for assistance with recommendations
in the CWPP and development of projects including a
fuel treatment plan;
the staff position salary will be covered by a grant and it
is hoped that an individual will be in place by the
beginning of July 2022;
$25,000-27,000 of funding was received towards
community education materials;
grant funding of $7,000 was received for the creation of
a FireSmart video specific to Port Moody;
a mobile home has been purchased to bring to events
that will display a before and after of FireSmart;
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a $25,000 grant was received to assess community
water delivery;
enhanced training for 20 staff members is scheduled to
be conducted in 2022; and
education presentations are scheduled to be given to
elementary school students in the fall.

The Deputy Fire Chief Community Safety, Training, and
Emergency Management noted the following in response to
Committee member questions:








Port Moody has not yet allocated funds in the budget
towards fuel treatment measures;
a detailed plan of fuel treatment for the nine prescription
areas may be presented to Council for approval at the
end of 2022 or early in 2023;
the process for the detailed plan of fuel treatment is slow
to ensure a comprehensive plan with a strong education
component is created;
pre-planned fire breaks may be included in
recommendations by the contractor in fuel treatment
prescriptions;
all evacuation options are considered in planning,
including by water and air;
neighbours using unsafe practices such as keeping
firewood alongside houses can be made aware of the
FireSmart program by other neighbours; and
domesticated pets are not separated from owners at
evacuation or cooling centres.

Staff noted the following in response to Committee member
questions:





it is expected that Port Moody will experience hotter,
dryer summers with an increase in pests that will impact
tree life cycles over time;
when planning reforestation of an area, staff consider
which trees and plants and how and where to plant them
based on how they will thrive in future climate scenarios;
wildfire risk events are incorporated into planning; and
Metro Vancouver has created helpful tools such as the
Maximizing Climate Adaptation Benefits with Trees
design guidebook which incorporates fire risk.

The Committee noted that funds could be allocated in the City’s
budget to begin fuel treatment work as soon as possible, as it
would be more costly to rebuild after a wildfire.

Climate Action Committee
#584471
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The Deputy Fire Chief Community Safety, Training, and
Emergency Management left the meeting at this point and did
not return.
Climate Resilient
Landscaping
Strategies

4.2

Presentation: Karen Devitt, Environmental Coordinator
The Environmental Coordinator gave a presentation on Climate
Resilient Landscaping Standards, and noted the following:






the overall goal of landscaping standards is to help the
city develop a strategy to adapt to different climate
scenarios;
the standards are used internally by the horticulture team
but are also available to developers;
landscape standards provide helpful schematics to
support staff in designing horticulture beds and
landscaped areas;
planting pallets for different climate scenarios and
landscape areas have been developed; and
full plant lists for every typology are available to swap
species if necessary.

The Environmental Coordinator noted the following in response
to Committee member questions:









Climate Action Committee
#584471

landscape standards will be provided to developers
required to make improvements to the streetscape or if a
park space is incorporated into the development;
the standards are recommendations;
plans from developers are approved by staff;
the standards will include education for how single-family
homes and private dwellings can incorporate this
landscaping;
o a QR code may be placed on a sign at a landscaped
site that explains what it is, the benefits, and how it
was retrofitted over time; and
o Metro Vancouver has created a Grow Green Guide,
which recommends a tailored planting pallet based
on survey questions;
constructing rain gardens on properties can be difficult
due to BC Building Code requirements;
as part of the Integrated Stormwater Management Plan,
consultants are working to determine the overall
feasibility for a disconnected downspout; and
a rain barrel subsidy program through the City is
available.
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In response to the presentation, the Committee noted that the
City could consider requiring that all developers follow the
landscape standards on all new developments rather than only
City property.
The Environmental Coordinator left the meeting at this point and
did not return.
Sustainability Report
Card Update

4.3

Presentation: Laura Sampliner, Senior Sustainability and Energy
Coordinator
Link: City of Port Moody – Sustainability Report Card
The Senior Sustainability and Energy Coordinator gave a
presentation on Sustainability Report Card Update, including
information about Report Card evolution, Report Card approach,
Report Card process, updated Report Card highlights, updated
Report Card sample, and next steps.
In response to questions from the Committee, the Senior
Sustainability and Energy Coordinator noted that the previous
Report Card included a weighted score per pillar, which was
removed in the update and that questions are now listed in order
of importance to the City and questions higher on the list award
more points.

Climate Ready
Homes and Buildings
Plan Update

4.4

Presentation: Laura Sampliner, Senior Sustainability and Energy
Coordinator
The Senior Sustainability and Energy Coordinator gave a
presentation on the Climate Ready Homes and Buildings Plan,
and the following was noted:








Climate Action Committee
#584471

the Climate Ready Homes and Buildings Plan project is
part of the Climate Action Plan;
a community survey was completed to gather feedback
on priorities and climate ready updates to buildings;
a stakeholder workshop was held with representatives
from the development community, Fraser Health, and
others integral to the development of the plan;
goals for the Plan include: low carbon resilience and
equity (reducing greenhouse gas emissions); adaptation
and resilience (reducing negative impacts from climate
hazards); and embed equity:
proposed policy actions for new and existing buildings
include sections for regulation, incentivization, education,
and advocation; and
samples of actions being considered for the plan for
education of new building construction include ensuring
design guidelines include low carbon resilience.
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The Senior Sustainability and Energy Coordinator noted the
following in response to Committee member questions:




the legal review informed that Port Moody does not have
the authority to require anything above the BC Building
Code (i.e., requiring air filtration/cooling) but can strongly
encourage and incentivize; and
the Sustainability Report Card does include questions in
the Social section that could be equity related.

The Committee noted that equity is a topic that should underpin
all discussions and presentations during Committee meetings
and that interest was expressed in adding an agenda item
specific to equity in climate emergency response plans, such as
seniors, those with disabilities, and pet owners.
5.

Information

Staff Updates

5.1

The Senior Sustainability and Energy Coordinator advised that
more information on nominations for the 2022 Climate Action
Civic Award are scheduled to be released shortly.

Local Government
Climate Action
Program

5.2

Link: Local Government Climate Action Program
The Senior Sustainability and Energy Coordinator noted that a
new local government climate action program from the province
had been launched and that the program provides direct funding
to local governments, for which Port Moody may be eligible.

6.

Adjournment
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 9:00pm.

Councillor Amy Lubik,
Chair

Climate Action Committee
#584471
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Transportation Assessment
for New Developments
Presentation to Climate Action Committee
June 27, 2022 | Infrastructure Engineering Services

Photo: Joep Olthuis

1

Background
• Transportation was identified as the top source
of greenhouse gas emissions in Port Moody
• Council approved the Climate Action Plan in
2020
• A priority action was identified for a project to
determine transportation demand management
strategies for developments
• TDM strategies help manage traffic and parking
demands, and enhance the effectiveness of nonpersonal vehicle transportation

2

2
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MTP Targets for Transportation
By 2045, the City will:
2. Reduce the average vehicle
distance driven per day by
Port Moody residents

3. Reduce traffic‐related
injuries and fatalities

Traffic Injuries &
Fatalities

Traffic Safety

1. Double the proportion of
trips made by sustainable
transportation modes (by
2030!)

3

3

Change will happen with new developments
• Significant growth applications along
Evergreen Line
• Transit-oriented developments have
potential to reduce car trips
• Other areas of the City are mature
and change will likely come slowly

4

4
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MTP Targets insignificant or absent in developmentrelated transportation review

2 pages

This is a criticism of the
transportation review industry,
not the specific consultant
involved in this development.

1 page

1 page
5
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Can we comprehensively address transportation
demand?
• Multiple factors influence the overall
transportation and land use system
• Land use
• Transportation supply
• Transportation demand

• Original project would have
addressed TDM only
• Can we reframe to examine the
whole system?

6
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Research scan: Who is doing this?
• Industry and academia:
• Institute for Transportation Engineers
• Evolution in Local Traffic Impact Assessment Practices

• Jurisdictions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

State of California assessing by vehicle-miles traveled
City of San Diego (VMT reduction)
City of Boston
City of Buffalo
Washington DC
City of Menlo Park
City of Fountain Valley

• Other frameworks:
• LEED Neighbourhood Development
• Incentivizing Green Buildings
7

7

Two broad approaches identified

Enhanced
Transportation
Impact
Assessment

Goals-Based
Assessment

8
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Enhanced Transportation Impact Assessment
• Similar to current, but add other modes and considerations

9

9

Goals-Based Assessment
• Assess development against goals and intrinsic qualities

10

10
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Strengths and Limitations Summary

11
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Next Steps
• Industry stakeholder engagement:
• Urban Development Institute
• Local developers
• Neighbouring municipalities

• Proof of concept indicators
• Transportation assessment and
parking approach recommendations

12
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Thank you

13

7

CAC - Agenda - 2022 06 27

This Page Intentionally Left Blank

Item 4.2

